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The Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership (CCMUP) organized the 1st award
ceremony of the Dr. Aly Elsamman Award for Interfaith Peace, Dialogue and Cooperation on Thursday
30 January 2025. The ceremony was attended by prominent pubic figures and senior officials
representing religious institutions, the government, international organizations, academic institutions,
diplomatic missions, civil society and the private sector. Submissions were open since the awards’
inauguration on 30 January 2024, recognizing individuals who advance peace and cooperation among
people from different faith and cultural backgrounds, throughout their works of art, literature or
community initiatives.

The ceremony was inaugurated by

Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy,

Archbishop of the Anglican Province of
Alexandria, who expressed the Church’s deep
appreciation for the Centre’s role in fostering
interfaith peace and cooperation in Egyptian
society. Archbishop Fawzy highlighted the
legacy of Dr. Aly Elsamman, who dedicated his
life to advance interfaith reconciliation, not only
as a thinker and advocate but as a field leader
in interfaith dialogue.

He underscored Dr. Elsamman’s efforts in strengthening Christian-Muslim relations at both the local
and international levels, as well as his intellectual legacy through his writings. This award, launched by
the Centre, serves as a tribute to Dr. Elsamman’s invaluable contributions and aims to support artistic,
communal and intellectual works in this field.


https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19pipeTcL2/
https://youtu.be/ZBWYd1hRK8Y?si=Ttexy3y8pkY7uYat

Bishop Dr. Mouneer Hanna Anis (right photo),
Archbishop-Emeritus and Director of the Centre of
Christian-Muslim  Understanding and  Partnership
(CCMUP), noted that the event coincided with the 23rd
anniversary of the interfaith dialogue agreement signed
between Al-Azhar Al-Sharif and the Anglican Communion
worldwide 23 years ago at Lambeth Palace in London. The
agreement, signed in the presence of the late Grand Imam
H.E. Dr. Mohammed Sayed Tantawi and H.E. Archbishop
George Carey, Archbishop-Emeritus of Canterbury and
member of the UK House of Lords, marked a milestone in

interfaith cooperation.

Bishop Mouneer emphasized that the award reflects the
emergence of a new generation of Egyptians committed to
dialogue and peacemaking. He extended his gratitude to
H.E. Dr. Ali Gomaa, former Grand Mufti of Egypt and
Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Misr El-Kheir
Foundation, along with friends of Dr. Aly Elsamman, who

generously contributed to funding the awards.

“I had the privilege of accompanying Archbishop George
Carey during the signing of the interfaith agreement
between the Anglican-Episcopal Church and Al-Azhar Al-
Sharif,” Bishop Mouneer recalled. “It was Dr. Aly
Elsamman who proposed the idea after years of diligent
work on the draft, culminating in its signing on 30
January 2002. The agreement is founded on principles
promoting accurate and genuine mutual understanding

between Islam and Christianity.”

H.E. Archbishop-Emeritus
George Carey and January 2002
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H.E. Archbishop-Emeritus Dr.
Mounir Anis and
H.E. Sheikh Fawzy Zefzaf
January 2002
Signing of the Dialogue Agreement
Lambeth Palace, UK

H.E. Archbishop-Emeritus
George Carey and
H.E. Sheikh Dr. Mohamed
Sayed Tantawi

H.E. Sheikh Dr. Mohamed Sayed

Tantawi, plus

more than a dozen senior
Christian, Jewish and Muslim
leaders from Palestine having
concluded an unprecedented
joint declaration pledging
themselves to work together for
a just and lasting peace. The
agreement, to be known as the
First Alexandria Declaration of
the Religious leaders of the
Holy Land, 21 January 2002

Alexandria, Egypt



During the ceremony, the Centre presented four awards to
winners of the Dr. Aly Elsamman Award for Interfaith
Peace, Dialogue and Cooperation, along with certificates
of recognition for other notable works selected by the

award’s jury committee.

H.E. Dr. Ali Gomaa (right photo), former Grand Mufti of
Egypt and Chairman of the Religious Affairs Committee in
the Egyptian Parliament, praised Dr. Elsamman’s
commitment to inter-religious dialogue and commended
Bishop Mouneer for his tireless efforts in advancing peace

initiatives across Egypt.
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Mme. Brigitte Elsamman (top photo), widow of the late Dr. Aly Elsamman, expressed gratitude to Misr El-

Kheir Foundation for its financial support of the award. She remarked, “This generous support will help

preserve Dr. Aly Elsamman’s legacy, an endeavor underscored by Dr. Osama Al-Azhari, Minister of

Religious Endowments, who stated during the award’s inauguration last year that ‘We must continue Dr.

b2

Ali’s mission of fostering peace and interfaith cooperation.

She added that while Dr. Elsamman sometimes

felt disheartened by the fragility of interfaith fraternity in the face of difficult challenges; he never wavered in

his commitment. “He sought to bring the spirit of dialogue, cooperation and peace into the daily lives of

people, beyond just intellectual circles.”

Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson (right photo), the Centre’s
Director of Academic Studies, emphasized that the
Centre’s programs aim to challenge harmful stereotypes
and prejudices about Muslims and Christians while
fostering genuine and profound mutual understanding
and interfaith dialogue among the local and international

communities in Cairo, a city rich with such conversations.



Photo including members of the jury committee, with the winners of the award
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Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis expressed his deep gratitude to Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy for his invaluable

support to the Centre’s peace-building work. Bishop Dr. Mouneer also thanked the esteemed members of the

awards’ jury committee, including H.E. Dr. Ali Gomaa, former Grand Mufti of Egypt; Mr. Magdy El-Taher,

prominent businessman; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Darwish, former Minister of Administrative Development; H.E.

Dr. Ahmed Zaki Badr, former Minister of Education; Fr. Rafic Greiche, official spokesperson of the Catholic

Church; H.E. Dr. Gihane Zaki, Professor of Egyptian Civilization at the Sorbonne University and member of

the Egyptian Parliament; Fr. Dr. Emmanuel Pisani, Director of the Dominican Institute for Oriental Studies;

Mr. Soliman Gouda, renowned journalist; Mme. Brigitte EI-Samman; and members of the Centre’s Board of

Trustees.

Similarly, Bishop Dr. Mouneer thanked CCMUP’s staff & volunteers for organizing the ceremony including

Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, Mme. Nermine Shenouda, Dcn. Samir Dawoud, & Mr. Kareem Gerges.

Mr. Kareem Gerges (right photo), the Centre’s
Director of International Partnerships and
Communications, who served as the master of
ceremony (MC), noted, “Although only four winners
received the award, the jury committee believed it
was important to recognize additional outstanding
works with certificates of appreciation. Because the
ultimate purpose of peace building is not to compete
for an award, but to cooperate towards the common

good of all members of society.”
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Award Winners

First Place: Rev. Asaad Talaat (top photos), pastor of the Evangelical church and founder of Al-Safina
Centre for Culture, Arts, and Psychological Support in the village of Balansoura in El-Minya province, won
first place for his project, “the Safina of Balansoura.” Safina, an arabic word that means ‘ship’ in English,
promotes a culture of tolerance and peaceful coexistence between Muslims and Christians in El-Minya
Governorate, which is known as the most challenging region in terms of sectarian violence and tensions.
Rev. Asaad’s project within Al-Safina has engaged over 80 young men and women, equipping them with
skills in conflict analysis and peacebuilding through training workshops, interactive camps, and artistic

activities that foster interfaith and intercultural dialogue and acceptance.

Second Place: Mr. Sameh Nassim (right photo),

a development consultant and trainer at

the Ibrahimia Media Centre, won second place for his

project aimed at promoting interfaith peace in the

province of Aswan. His initiative trained young people and

children from diverse backgrounds through artistic

activities, including theatrical performances and a folk arts festival, involving more than

150 community members.
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Third Place (tie): Singer and educator Rula Zaki (top photos) won third place for her song,
“People of the Book,” which spreads a message of tolerance and love among people of different religious
and cultural backgrounds. Following the group photo, Rula performed two songs: her original “Ahl EIl

Ketab” & Dalida’s “kelma helwa w kelmetein.”

She shared the award with singer Dr. Dalia Thab Younis (top photos), an activist artist in interfaith
dialogue and peacebuilding through her “Sacred Music” project. Dr. Younis, a media development
specialist, has achieved remarkable success as the first Egyptian Muslim woman to perform Christian
hymns in churches across Egypt and abroad.

Following the group photo, Dalia performed two songs while accompanied on the Piano by Kareem
Gerges (bottom photo). The two songs were: “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”, inspired from the
prayer influenced by the life of St. Francis of Assisi. Dalia wrote the song’s original lyrics in Arabic. The
2nd song was Dalida’s “Ahsan Nas”, a tribute to the best of the values and cultural diversity of the

Egyptian people.



Honorable Mentions

Certificates of appreciation were awarded to:

« Mr. Michael Faris, a journalist at Youm7 and
author of Media of Hate: Mechanisms of Identity
Conflict Coverage, a book that provides an in-depth
analysis of how identity conflicts are portrayed in
Arab media. His book aims to enhance journalistic
professionalism, combat hate speech, and promote
values of coexistence and cultural diversity. Through
media and academic research, his work contributes

positively to peacebuilding within society.

Mr. Sameh Thabet, a tour guide, PhD researcher,
and founder of Qalb Masr for Education and
Development, works to promote interfaith
coexistence and cultural diversity. Through
workshops on dialogue, arts, and sports, his project
has raised awareness among over 1,000 beneficiaries,
including children, youth, and parents, on concepts
of acceptance, countering hate speech, and fostering

social cohesion.

Mr. Amir Boulos, an official at the Puzzle
Foundation for Serving Individuals with Intellectual
Disabilities and Special Needs in Minya, leads a
project dedicated to empowering children and youth
with disabilities. His initiative focuses on developing
their artistic, social, and health-related skills,
facilitating their integration into society through arts
and awareness programs. Since its launch in January
2022, the project has successfully supported over 150
individuals through innovative educational and
artistic activities, fostering societal acceptance and
promoting inclusivity while combating bullying and
discrimination based on disability or religious and

cultural diversity.
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« Mme. Marwa Abdullah, director of a community
initiative at the St. Mary Training Center, seeks to
empower individuals through vocational and educational
programs while promoting interfaith understanding and
peace. Her initiative emphasizes constructive dialogue and
goodwill, engaging both Muslim and Christian
communities. The project has successfully increased
awareness and promoted the values of shared peaceful

coexistence.

« Mme. Lula Lahham, a former journalist at Al-Ahram
and director of a development project at the Upper Egypt
Association for Education and Development, has made
remarkable contributions in documenting the artistic and
cultural heritage of Akhmim, a village in the province of
Souhag. She authored the first book on traditional textile
and embroidery arts, showcasing the power of art as a
human bridge that transcends religious and social
differences. Her work highlights exceptional cultural
interweaving between Muslims and Christians, reinforcing

values of coexistence and mutual understanding.

« Journalist Mariam Rafaat documented and
highlighted historical figures who contributed to interfaith
dialogue through her research project, which involved
collecting information, documents, and illustrative images
to raise awareness about the significance of religious and

cultural understanding throughout history.

e Mme. Therese Habib, a leader in the field of
empowering girls in rural and marginalized communities,
led the "My Precious Daughter" project, which aims to
promote education, psychological empowerment, gender
equality, and the building of peace and religious tolerance.
Through training activities and community initiatives, the
project contributes to the development of young female
leaders and enhances the participation of girls in the
development of their communities with awareness and

confidence.
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« Mr. Khalil Al-Masry, a peacebuilding consultant,
launched the annual Peace Journey initiative in 2016 to
instill a culture of peaceful coexistence among youth
across Egypt. The 2024 edition of the initiative
included field visits, workshops, online training
courses, and advanced camps aimed at enhancing
conflict resolution skills and fostering mutual
acceptance. The initiative targeted more than 140
participants from Aswan to Cairo, emphasizing the
importance of coexistence while addressing the dangers

of discrimination and exclusion.

The ceremony underscored a growing commitment to the advancement of peace, dialogue and cooperation
between people from different faith and cultural backgrounds, reinforcing the Centre’s ongoing peace-

building mission within Egypt and beyond.

The application for the 2nd ceremony of the Dr. Aly Elsamman Award for Interfaith Peace, Dialogue &

Cooperation, is now open. It will be held on 30 January 2026. You can find the application via the

following link: https://forms.gle/REVdfxUuhgxx2PXd6

To watch the full video recording on Facebook of the 1st award’s ceremony on 30 January 2025, please
click on the following link:

or on YouTube:

Please click on the following link to read the news coverage of the award’s inaugural ceremony in 2024:
https://tinyurl.com/2r7d9ppe
Please click on the following link to watch a brief video coverage of the inaugural ceremony in 2024:

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BJYG9WdJro/


https://tinyurl.com/2r7d9ppe
https://tinyurl.com/2r7d9ppe
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1BJYG9WJro/
https://forms.gle/REVdfxUuhgxx2PXd6
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19pipeTcL2/
https://youtu.be/ZBWYd1hRK8Y?si=Ttexy3y8pkY7uYat
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Around 150 guests attended the ceremony, including prominent pubic figures and senior officials from
different sectors. In addition to the esteemed speakers and figures mentioned above, notable attendees
included:

« H.E. Dr. Abu Zeid El-Amir, Coordinator of the Egyptian Family House,

Representing H.E. Sheikh Dr. Ahmad El-Tayeb, the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Shareef
« H.E. Dr. Amro El Wardani, Secretary-General of Dar El-Ifta’a,
Representing H.E. Sheikh Dr. Nazir Ayad, the Grand Mufti of Egypt

« H.E. Mme. Mahyad Tavakoli, Chargé d’Affaires, Embassy of Sweden in Cairo

« H.E. Ambassador Raouf Saad, Senior Advisor to the Minister of Environment

« H.E. Ambassador Hossam Ismail, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs

o H.E. Dr. Axel Wabenhorst, Ambassador of Australia in Cairo

« H.E. Mr. Georg Postinger, Ambassador of Austria in Cairo

« Mr. Rafik Attia, Head of the Egyptian Foreign Trade Association (FTA)

« Mme. Nihal Shawky, Cofounder and Chairman, Diwan Egypt Bookstores

« Mme. Omnia Hanna, CEO of Star-Care Egypt

« Dr. Ibrahim Abd El-Aziz Hegazy, Professor of Marketing, the American University in Cairo

« Dr. Khaled Abd El-Aziz Hegazy, Dean of the School of Business and Finance, New Giza University

« Emad El-Sonbaty, Chief People & Customer Experience and Corporate Support Officer at Orange

« Dr. Layla Takla, a prominent writer and member of the High Council of Culture

o Mr. Eric Lebas, Attaché Culturel, the French Embassy and Institut Francais,

« Mme. Wassan Al Wahab, Political Counselor, the French Embassy

« Mr. Adrian Guillot, Charge de Mission Livre, French Embassy and Institut Francais

« Mgr. Jozsef Forro, Counselor, Embassy of the Vatican in Cairo

« Mr. Roger Chakkal, Administrative Counselor, Embasy of the Vatican in Cairo

« Dr. Marek Pardyak, Vice-Consul, Political Advisor, Embassy of Poland in Cairo

o Dr. Tarek Riad, prominent lawyer

« Dr. Tsanko Ivanov, Political Advisor, Embassy of Bulgaria in Cairo

e Mr. Jeremy Low, First Secretary, Embassy of Singapore in Cairo


https://www.linkedin.com/in/emad-el-sonbaty-743222119/overlay/about-this-profile/
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The Centre’s team would like to express their
profound appreciation for the valuable support
of the Anglican Diocese of Egypt, led by

Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy

The Centre’s team would also like to
express their profound appreciation to
Misr El Kheir Foundation for their
partnership and generous financial

support of the award

The Centre’s team is deeply
appreciative to the TV network SAT-7
for their partnership & professional

video coverage of the ceremony

Report reviewed by Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis,
Contributions by Ms. Sara Allam, journalist,

Prepared by Mr. Kareem Gerges.
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Who We Are

CCMUP was born out of the efforts -of over two centuries- promoting peace and
understanding within Egyptian society, since the beginning of the Anglican Church’s work
in Egypt in 1817. Interfaith dialogue is at the core of these efforts, and is the life mission of
the Centre’s founder, the Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis. Service and respect for the dignity of
human life are at the core of both our heritage and mission, and our founding in 2022
speaks to the momentum behind interfaith partnerships and the promotion of peace and

harmony between all faith groups.

The Centre was established in 2022, in affiliation to the Anglican Episcopal Diocese of
Egypt, to promote peace-building, national unity, inclusive citizenship and sectarian
harmony in Egypt, particularly among communities from different religious backgrounds
throughout the following 3 main programs:

1. Academic Studies

Providing academic workshops on studies for current and future religious leaders, as well
as individuals from various walks of life. These studies reflect the intersections between
religion, history, science, philosophy, society & global affairs.

2. Community Initiatives and Dialogue

Organizing community workshops and projects to foster holistic peace-building within
society.

3. Peace-building and Conflict-Resolution

Training teams on peace-building, mediation and conflict-resolution, via scientific,
sustainable and ethical approaches, particularly within areas hurt by conflicts, especially

sectarian ones .
TO receive to our news
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