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Dear friends,
We hope you're well.

We are glad to share with you our news and activities that we’ve done

since our May 2024 newsletter.

We would like you to know that we quite appreciate your friendship
and support to the Center, helping fulfill its mission in promoting deep
mutual understanding, building positive peace and genuine
cooperation among people from different beliefs and backgrounds, in

Egypt & beyond.

To have an overview of our activities, you can watch a brief video
about the Centre via the following links:

In Arabic: https://t.ly/ded4Jg

In English: https://tly/b_NqO

We encourage you to visit our website at: https://www.ccmup.org/en/home-page/
And invite you to follow our social media accounts to stay updated on

our latest news & events:

Facebook: https://t.ly/ViYeX

Instagram: https://t.ly/Zie-R

Twitter: https://t.ly/hBWSA

May God bless you,

+Mouneer
Archbishop Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis,
Director-General
Centre for Christian-Muslim Understanding and Partnership (CCMUP)

mouneer.anis@ccmup.org

info@ccmup.org

+20 122 325 1379
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Workshop on News Article Writing

On Saturday 6th July, the Centre organized a journalistic writing workshop in
collaboration with the Gusoor Cultural Center, at the All Saints Anglican Episcopal

Cathedral in Zamalek, Cairo.

The aim of this workshop was to provide participants with the foundational skills needed
for sound journalistic writing. The program was focused on the three basic components of
journalism which are summarized in the following: how to be a successful writer, the
mechanism of work within editorial spaces, and the practical training required for the

writing of press releases and statements.
Journalist Muhammad Al-Ahmadi from the Youm Al-Sabe’a newspaper provided the

instruction, and participants felt they had acquired a deeper foundational understanding

and gained a more developed skillset going forward for the writing of press news.
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Seminar on Diversity & Sectarian Harmony in Singapore

On Tuesday 30 July 2024, the Centre of Christian-Muslim
Understanding and Partnership (CCMUP), organized a
seminar on the subject of Diversity & Sectarian Harmony in
Singapore. The event was attended by Archbishop Dr. Sami
Fawzi, Archbishop of the Anglican Province of Alexandria;
Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Director of CCMUP; H.E. Dr.
Nazirudin Nasir, Grand Mufti of Singapore; H.E. Mr. Dominic
Goh, Ambassador of Singapore to Egypt; H.E. Mr. Hékan
Emsgard, Swedish Ambassador to Egypt; in addition to the
participation of several senior officials, public figures and
community members. The seminar was held at the All Saints

Anglican Cathedral in Zamalek.

Archbishop Dr. Sami Fawzi commenced the seminar stating
that: "Our beloved country Egypt enjoys a rich history due to
our cultural diversity. Egypt's history reflects religious &
cultural harmony as it is the cradle of religions. Despite
differing beliefs, we have a shared identity as Egyptians with
love for our country, which helps our society progress and

remain stable."

He continued: "Continuous dialogue between us allows every
individual to express themselves freely. Education and
religious openness have an impact on increasing awareness
among people and achieving social peace. We see this in the
pioneering experience within the Republic of Singapore, and

we learn from it how to advance such peace".
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Archbishop-Emeritus  Dr.  Mouneer  Anis
emphasized how "The cohesion in Singapore's
society is a reason for its progress and has made
its economy one of the strongest in the world. The
Presidential Council for Religious Harmony in
Singapore was an inspiration for the
establishment of the Egyptian Family House (an
official body composed of the leaders of Egypt's
main religious communities, tasked with

promoting interfaith peace).

"I visited the council in 2008 and was quite
impressed. In 2010, I presented a study to Al-
Azhar Al-Shareef on the Presidential Council in
Singapore. By the end of that year, H.E. the
Grand Imam, Sheikh Dr. Ahmed El-Tayeb,
decided to establish the Egyptian Family House in
collaboration with His Holiness Pope Shenouda
III, then Pope of Alexandria of the Coptic
Orthodox Church.

H.E. Dr. Nazirudin Nasir, Grand Mufti of the
Republic of Singapore, highlighted that: "We live
in turbulent times today. It is no secret to anyone
that what we suffer from in this era is a moral
crisis. We must respect each other, but what we
see today is widespread injustice and bloodshed,
leading to conflict and division among
communities and nations. He added: Our
religious heritage is full of sources that inspire
peace and harmony. Singapore is one of the
largest countries in the world for religious
diversity, and religious values can be a basis for

dealing with ethnic and religious differences."
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Singapore's Ambassador to Egypt, Dominic Goh,
talked about how sectarian & cultural harmony
evolved in Singapore, saying: "When Singapore
gained independence in 1965, it was a poor
country full of different religions and ethnicities.
Each ethnic group identified itself by its religion,
not by nationality. At that time, conflicts arose
between different ethnicities. Singapore's leaders
decided then that they would no longer accept
ethnic or religious divisions & conflicts, and a law

was enshrined in the constitution to that effect."

The seminar aimed to shed light on Singapore's
successful experience in peaceful coexistence
among various religions and ethnicities, as well as
to exchange experiences in this field. Religious
institutions discussed their role in promoting
dialogue, cooperation, peace and understanding
between different religious communities, to build

peaceful, prosperous and tolerant societies.

The event was attended by several senior officials
including: Dr. Mohamed Abou Zeid Al-Amir,
Coordinator of the Egyptian Family House; Dr.
Ismail Abdullah, Head of the Department of
Islamic Studies in German Language at Al-Azhar
University; H.E. Mr. Hakan Emsgard, Swedish
Ambassador to Egypt; H.E. Ambassador Raouf
Saad, Advisor to the Minister of Environment and
member of the CCMUP Board of Trustees; Mr.
Kenny Tan, Deputy Ambassador of Singapore to
Egypt; and Mr. Mohamed Mahmoud El-Genidy,
Second Secretary at the Embassy of the Republic

of Singapore in Cairo.

7/26



A Visit to H.E. Dr. Nazir Ayad
the Grand Mufti of Egypt

From left to right: Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy,
H.E. Dr. Nazir Ayyad, Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson

A delegation from the Anglican Diocese of Egypt visited His Eminence Dr. Nazir Ayyad,
on Wednesday 14 July 2024, to congratulate him on his recent presidential appointment
as the Grand Mulfti of Egypt, wishing him continued success and prosperity in his duties.

We pray that God guides him in all that brings goodness, peace and love.

The delegation included Abp. Dr. Samy Fawzy, Archbishop of the Anglican Province of
Alexandria, Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Archbishop-Emeritus and Director of the Centre
for Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership (CCMUP), and Rev. Dr. Matthew

Anderson, Director of Academic Studies at the Centre.

It is worth noting that H.E. Dr. Nazir Ayyad is a member of the Centre’s Board of Trustees
and has been a significant supporter in promoting dialogue, peace, and cooperation

between religious communities.
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A Visit to Al-Azhar University

A delegation from the Centre visited Al-Azhar University on August 20, 2024. The delegation
included Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Director of the Centre, Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson,
Director of Academic Studies, Deacon Sameer Dawood, Research Fellow at the Centre, and
Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships and Communications at the
Centre.

During the visit, the delegation met with H.E. Dr. Salama Dawood, President of Al-Azhar
University; Dr. Mahmoud Seddik, Vice President of the University; and Dr. Mohamad Abu
Zeid El-Amir, General Secretary of the House of the Egyptian Family, along with several
university leaders and professors. The meeting focused on exploring ways of continuing and
growing the current cooperation between the Centre and Al-Azhar University.

The delegation expressed its deep gratitude for the warm reception and hospitality from Al-
Azhar University, looking forward to the continued growth of this fruitful collaboration to

strengthen the values of understanding, partnership, and peace in Egyptian society & beyond.
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Welcoming Dr. Ahmad Dallal,
President of the American University in Cairo (AUC)

From left to right: Mr. Ramez Bekhit, Dr. Ismail Abdallah, Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, Dr. Ahmad Dallal,
Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Mr. Kareem Gerges, Dcn. Samir Dawoud.

The Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership (CCMUP) was honored to welcome
Dr. Ahmad Dallal, President of the American University in Cairo (AUC), on Wednesday, August 28,
2024. Dr. Dallal was received by Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Archbishop Emeritus and Director of
CCMUP; Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, Director of Academic Studies; Dr. Ismail Abdallah, Head of
Islamic Stuides in Foreign Languages Department at Al-Azhar University; Mr. Kareem Gerges,
Director of International Partnerships & Communications, Dcn. Samir Daoud, Research Fellow at

the Centre, and Mr. Ramez Bekhiet, Community Initiatives Coordinator at the Centre.

During the meeting, the Centre’s representatives shared their interfaith peace-building initiatives
and the historical background of their interfaith work. Dr. Ahmad, a renowned scholar of Islamic
studies, shared his own interfaith experiences and expressed his deep interest in advancing interfaith
dialogue and cooperation, particularly since he is a respected scholar of Islamic studies.

The discussion focused on potential collaborations between AUC and the Centre to foster interfaith

peace and understanding, in Egypt and beyond.
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Dr. Dallal is the former dean of Georgetown University in Qatar and served as provost at the
American University of Beirut (AUB) from 2009 to 2015. A prominent scholar of Islamic studies,
he has taught at AUB, Stanford University, Yale University, Smith College and Georgetown

University, where he also served as chair of the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies.
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Learning Journey, 3rd Round

From September 2nd through 4th, the Centre
partnered with Dialogue Across Borders in
organizing a third round of the “Journey of
Learning” interfaith program. The conference
offered  Christians and Muslims an
opportunity to listen and learn from one

another about their respective faiths.

The program was led by Rev. Dr. Matthew
Anderson, Director of Academic Studies at the
Centre, and with the assistance from the
Centre’s Director Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis,
and from Al-Azhar University professor, Dr.
Ismal ‘Abdallah. We succeeded in assembling
a diverse group of lecturers and participants
from Al-Azhar University, the Coptic
Orthodox Theological Seminary, St. Leo the
Great Coptic Catholic Seminary, the
Alexandria School of Theology
(Anglican/Episcopal), and CAWU/DAB

interns and staff.

In our experience, this program is unique and
unprecedented in modern Egypt in its aim to
facilitate learning and dialogue around

explicitly theological and doctrinal topics.
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The conference addressed several important

subjects, including the following:

- The Place of Women in Christianity and
Islam

- Perspectives on War and Violence in
Scripture

- The Challenge of Social Integration in the
Middle East and Europe

- Religion in Europe

- The Stories of Joseph and Abraham in the
Qur'an and the Bible
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CCMUP Explores Partnership with Masr El-Kheir Foundation

From left to right: Mr. Waleed Samir,
Mr. Kareem Gerges, Ms. Salma Mostafa

On Sunday 8th September 2024, Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships and
Communications at the Centre, met with senior officials at Masr El-Kheir (MEK), one of Egypt's largest
NGOs-charities, to learn more about the foundation's impactful work and explore avenues for future
collaboration. The visit marks an important step toward strengthening ties between CCMUP and MEK,

with both organizations sharing a common vision for social development and community service.

During the visit, Mr. Kareem met with several key officials, including Ms. Hala el-Shahed, Director of
International Grants, and with Ms. Salma Mostafa and Mr. Waleed Samir, both Senior Fundraising
Specialists at MEK. The discussions focused on MEK’s diverse projects and operations, particularly in
the fields of health, education, scientific research, and social solidarity. The foundation, established in
2007, plays a critical role in advancing human development in Egypt, aiming to eliminate
unemployment, illiteracy, poverty, and disease.

Masr El-Kheir’s comprehensive approach to development through its focus on seven key areas—health,
education, scientific research, social solidarity, civil association development, integrated development,
and aspects of life—has positioned it as a leader in the non-profit sector. Its mission to uplift
individuals from a state of subsistence to competence aligns closely with CCMUP’s goals of promoting
interfaith peace, inclusion, and holistic development.

The meeting provided an opportunity to explore potential synergies between CCMUP’s peace-building
initiatives and MEK’s expansive social projects. Both parties expressed optimism about the possibility
of future collaborations that would leverage their respective strengths to promote social solidarity,

development, and peace-building across Egypt.

This visit is a significant step toward fostering multi-stakeholder cooperation and highlights CCMUP’s
commitment to expanding its partnerships with leading Egyptian institutions to drive positive social

change.
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Singapore National Day Celebration

From left to right: Mr. Kenny Tan, Deputy Ambassador of Singapore,
H.E. Mr. Dominic Goh, Ambassador of Singapore, and his wife.
Dr. Rev. Matthew Anderson; Ms. Alexandrya Pouliot; Mr. Kareem Gerges

A delegation from the Centre participated in the Singapore National Day celebration, representing the
Centre's commitment to advancing interfaith dialogue and cooperation. The team included Dr.
Mouneer Anis, Centre Director; Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, Director of Academic Studies; Mr. Kareem
Gerges, Director of International Partnerships & Communications; and Ms. Alexandrya Pouliot, an
intern at the Centre and an LLM student at the American University in Cairo.

During the reception, the CCMUP team engaged with diplomats from Singapore and various countries,
as well as representatives from international organizations, to explore potential collaborations aimed at
fostering peace and religious harmony in Egypt. The event provided a platform for the Centre to learn
from Singapore’s successful experience in promoting interfaith tolerance in its highly diverse society.

Singapore’s model of religious harmony, where different faiths and ethnic groups coexist peacefully,
offers valuable lessons. Despite its diversity, Singapore has built a society where respect and
understanding between religious communities are a core principle. One of the key factors in this
success is the Presidential Council for Religious Harmony, which ensures peaceful coexistence among
faith groups.

Bishop Mouneer, during a previous visit to Singapore, was deeply inspired by the work of the
Presidential Council. This experience led him to recommend to H.E. Dr. Ahmad El-Tayeb, the Grand
Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Shareef, the creation of a similar institution in Egypt. The Grand Imam embraced
the idea, and in 2011, the House of the Egyptian Family was established by a Prime Ministerial decree.
Composed of Egypt’s top religious leaders, including the Grand Imam, the Pope of the Coptic Orthodox
Church, and Bishop Mouneer, the House works to promote peace and understanding between religious
communities in Egypt. The House of the Egyptian Family is now a key partner of CCMUP in its mission
to promote interfaith cooperation and peaceful coexistence in the Egypt & beyond.

This engagement with Singapore’s experience underscores the importance of global cooperation in the
pursuit of interfaith peace, and the Centre remains committed to advancing these principles in Egypt
and beyond. 15/26



CCMUP Co-organizes a Workshop with the Dialogue Company
& Al-Azhar University to Celebrate World Peace Day

On Saturday, September 28, 2024, the Centre in collaboration with the Dialogue Company
and Al-Azhar University, co-organized a workshop to mark World Peace Day, which falls
annually on September 21. The workshop was designed to train young Christian and Muslim
adults on the principles of dialogue and peace-building. The aim was to equip participants
with critical dialogue skills, such as active listening, understanding without judgment or
debate, creating common ground, respecting shared and differing beliefs, and fostering

peaceful coexistence across cultures and religions.

The workshop employed an interactive and engaging approach, using games and simulations
to make the learning experience enjoyable and memorable. Participants were encouraged to

explore how to discuss differences, appreciate diversity, and engage in meaningful dialogue.

The workshop’s key aims were:

- To provide a safe and interactive space for participants.

- To introduce the concept of dialogue as a tool for communication.

- To present key dialogue values, including openness, respect, inclusion and equality.
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The outcomes included:

- Participants learned active listening as a key tool for
dialogue.

- They were introduced to the values of openness,
respect, inclusion and equality.

- Participants had the opportunity to practice dialogue

in a hands-on manner via simulations.

The workshop also followed essential ground rules,
including:

- Mutual Respect: the right to express opinions and
beliefs should be respected, even if they differ from
personal views. Disrespect or belittling others is
unacceptable.

- No Interruptions: Listen attentively when others are
speaking, giving the speaker your full attention and
being ready to learn from their perspective.

- Speak from Your Experience: Use phrases like “I
feel...” or “In my experience...” to avoid generalizations.
Speak from your personal experience, not on behalf of
others.

- Confidentiality: What is shared in the workshop stays
in the workshop. Respect participants' privacy and do
not share their stories or opinions outside the session.

- Time Management: Respect the start and end times,
and adhere to the time allocated for each activity to
ensure the workshop runs smoothly.

- Ask Questions with a Spirit of Learning: If you have a
question, ask with the intent to learn, not to challenge

or attack others.

This successful workshop provided an invaluable
platform for participants to engage in peaceful
dialogue, learn from one another, and celebrate

diversity, all in the spirit of World Peace Day.
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CCMUP Participates in Proposal Design Workshop

On Tuesday, October 1st, 2024, the Centre took part in a workshop focused on project proposal
design and writing. The event, organized by the Network of Centers for Christian-Muslim Relations
(NCCMR) -which CCMUP is a member- brought together interfaith organizations from around the
world to foster cooperation and share best practices in promoting peace, tolerance, and

understanding within their communities.

The workshop aimed to enhance participants' skills in crafting effective project proposals, a vital tool
for securing support and resources for interfaith initiatives. The agenda covered key aspects of
proposal design, including;:

1. Types of Proposals — understanding different types of proposals and their purposes.

2. Proposal Sections — structuring a proposal with clear, logical sections.

3. Executive Summary — crafting a concise overview that captures the essence of the project.

4. Problem Statement — articulating the core issue the project seeks to address.

5. Organizational Capacity — highlighting the strengths and capabilities of the organization to execute
the project.

6. Partnerships and Collaboration — emphasizing the importance of working with other organizations
to achieve shared goals.

7. Project Description — providing detailed explanations of the proposed activities, objectives, and

expected outcomes.

CCMUP's participation in this workshop is part of its ongoing efforts to strengthen its project
management and proposal-writing capabilities, ensuring the Centre continues to secure the resources
needed to advance interfaith peace-building projects. The event also provided an opportunity for
CCMUP to network with other interfaith centers and explore future partnerships that align with its
mission of fostering understanding and cooperation across different cultures and faiths.

Representing the Centre in this workshop were: Bishop Dr. Mouneer Anis, Centre Director; Mr.
Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships & Communications; Ms. Alexandrya Pouliot,

intern at the Centre and LLM student of International & Comparative Law at AUC.
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Workshop on Migration & Religion

On October 3rd, 2024, Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships &
Communications, represented the Centre in a workshop titled "Practices of Resilience and Solidarity:
Religious Institutions as Sites of Cultural and Heritage Reproduction Among Young Migrants and
Refugees in Egypt." The event took place at the American University in Cairo (AUC), Tahrir Campus
and was organized as part of the TRACES research project.

Hosted by the Department of Sociology, Egyptology, and Anthropology (SEA) at AUC’s School of
Humanities and Social Sciences (HUSS), the workshop aimed to document the cultural heritage of
religion among migrants and refugees in Egypt, utilizing participatory research methods. The event
focused on the significant role of religious institutions in Cairo as places of resilience, solidarity, and

cultural memory for young migrants and refugees from Africa.

During the workshop, participants, including Mr. Gerges, engaged in innovative activities such as
countermapping—where participants were invited to draw maps of Cairo, marking religious sites they
frequently visit for worship, protection, or assistance. This mapping was followed by reflective
discussions on how migration intersects with religious practices and spaces, illuminating the ways in
which these sites contribute to the preservation of cultural heritage and the promotion of activism

and healing among vulnerable communities.

The TRACES project, which brings together migration scholars from institutions including the
University of Milan, University of Jendouba, University of London-Goldsmith, and AUC, explores the
diverse practices of heritage-making along migration routes from Africa to Europe. By documenting
the political agency and relational ties of migrants and their advocates, the project highlights the

resilience and solidarity that emerge in these communities.

Mr. Kareem’s participation underscored CCMUP's commitment to fostering understanding and
cooperation between diverse communities, particularly in contexts of migration and displacement.
Through this workshop, CCMUP continues to engage with critical global discussions on migration,
religion, and cultural heritage, reinforcing its mission to advance peace and solidarity across different

cultures and faiths.
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Seminar on Coptic Canon Laws in the Middle Ages

On Tuesday, October 8, 2024, the Centre participated in a seminar on Coptic Canon Laws in the
Middle Ages, organized in the Coptic Patriarchate in Cairo, in collaboration between the Coptic
Archeological Society and the University of Fribourg in Switzerland. Representing the Centre at this
academic event were Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships & Communications,
and Ms. Alexandrya Pouliot, an intern at the Centre and an LLM student of International &
Comparative Law at the American University in Cairo.

The seminar featured presentations by scholars from the University of Fribourg, who shared their
research on Canon Law in Coptic Egypt during the Middle Ages. The first session, presented by Dr.
Daniel Voucher, was titled "The Monk Macarios and His Sources: Traditions of Medieval Canon Law,"
where he explored the foundational texts and traditions that shaped medieval Coptic legal

frameworks.

The second talk was delivered by Dr. Alexey Morozov and Dr. Andreas Ellwardt, who discussed
"Apostolic Canons in Modern Times," focusing on the relevance and adaptation of ancient laws in
contemporary contexts. The seminar concluded with a time for open discussions, offering an

opportunity for deeper engagement with the presented research.

CCMUP used this platform to foster relationships with internationally renowned scholars, aiming to
advance research, knowledge production, and dissemination in areas related to Coptic history and
canon law. The Centre emphasized the importance of expanding understanding of Coptic history,
particularly its complex historical relationships with other faith communities and cultures, which
remains underexplored by the general public.

This seminar not only deepened the Centre’s engagement with academic circles but also aligned with

its mission to promote interfaith understanding through academic research.
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CCMUP in the Climate Connect to Address Global

Environmental Challenges

On Wednesday, October 9, 2024, Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships &
Communications at the Centre participated in the Climate Connect; a series of talks organized by
Diwan Bookstores, aimed at raising awareness about the ongoing climate and environmental crisis

and exploring collaborative solutions to tackle this global challenge.

The event featured a range of insightful discussions, starting with the first session titled "The Climate
is Changing. What About Us?", where H.E. Mr. Gareth Bayley, British Ambassador to Egypt, and H.E.
Dr. Laila Iskandar, Former Egyptian Minister of Environment, engaged in a conversation about the
realities of climate change and its impact on communities. The discussion emphasized the urgent
need for collective action and the ways in which individuals, governments, and organizations can

contribute to addressing the climate crisis.

The second session, "Unpacking Climate Cooperation's Impact and Limits on Climate Change," was
led by Dr. Mourad Wahba, Senior Advisor to the Administrator of UNDP. Dr. Wahba examined the
effectiveness of international climate agreements and cooperation, highlighting the opportunities and

challenges of global efforts to mitigate the effects of climate change.

The final session, "Collaborative Strategies for Climate Resilience in Egypt" brought together
Ms. Clémence Vidal de la Blache, Country Director of the Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD),
and Dr. Hanan Hamdan, UNHCR Representative to Egypt and the League of Arab States. This session
focused on strategies for building climate resilience in Egypt, emphasizing the importance of multi-

stakeholder cooperation in creating sustainable solutions to climate-related issues.

Mr. Kareem’s participation at Climate Connect underscores CCMUP's commitment to engaging in
vital global conversations and building partnerships that address both environmental and social
challenges. Through such engagements, CCMUP aims to collaborate with faith leaders, communities
and other organizations to promote awareness, advocate for climate action, and contribute to a more

sustainable and resilient future for Egypt and the world. 2126



Welcoming H.E. Mme. Nuala O’Brien,
Ambassador of Ireland to Egypt
& a Delegation from the Embassy

From left to right: Mr. Mohamad Mustafa, Mr. Thomas Bellew, H.E. Ambassador Nuala O’Brien,
Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy, Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, Mr. Kareem Gerges, Dcn. Samir Dawoud

The Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership (CCMUP) had the honor of
welcoming H.E. Mme. Nuala O’Brien, Ambassador of Ireland in Cairo, alongside Mr. Thomas
Bellew, Deputy Ambassador, and Mr. Mohamed Mustafa, Policy Officer at the Irish Embassy, during
an official visit, on Thursday 10 October 2024, aimed at strengthening ties and exploring avenues of

cooperation in interfaith peace-building.

The visit commenced with the Irish delegation meeting Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy, Archbishop of
the Anglican Province of Alexandria. The discussion focused on the long history of successful
cooperation between the Anglican Diocese of Egypt and Irish organizations, including the Irish
Embassy and the Church Mission Society in Ireland (CMSIR). A notable example is the Harpur
Memorial Hospital in Menouf, founded in 1910 by Dr. Frank Harpur, an Anglican missionary from
Ireland. Dr. Harpur, who initially used a boat as a floating hospital on the Nile Delta, opened the
permanent hospital to provide medical care to all, regardless of religion or background. The hospital,
a ministry of the Anglican Diocese of Egypt, has since expanded to offer high-quality medical
services and training for medical personnel. It remains committed to serving all people at affordable
prices and is actively seeking partnerships with governmental and non-governmental organizations

to expand its reach.
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Following their visit to the Archbishop, the
Ambassador and her team toured the Centre, where
they were introduced to its impactful work in
promoting interfaith dialogue and peace-building,
and engaged in fruitful discussions with the
Centre’s leadership about potential collaborations.
The Irish delegation was received by Bishop Dr.
Mouneer Anis, Centre Director, Rev. Dr. Matthew
Anderson, Director of Academic Studies, Mr.
Kareem Gerges, Director of International
Partnerships & Communications, and Mr. Samir

Dawod, Anglican Deacon & Research Fellow.

The most exciting outcome of the meeting was the
agreement to establish a formal partnership
between the Irish Embassy and CCMUP. Under this
partnership, the Embassy will support the Centre’s
peace-building and conflict resolution project. This
partnership marks a significant step in fostering
interfaith harmony and promoting peaceful
coexistence in Egypt.

During the visit, discussions highlighted the
valuable lessons Egyptian society can learn from
Ireland's experience in building peaceful interfaith
relations and resolving conflicts. Ireland, once
plagued by a long civil war between Catholics and
Protestants, Monarchists and Republicans, has
emerged as a model of reconciliation. The country
now enjoys peace after many years of conflict and is
increasingly proud of its growing cultural and
religious diversity. This transformation offers a
powerful example of how societies divided by
religious and political tensions can overcome their
differences through dialogue, mutual respect, and a
commitment to peaceful coexistence. The Irish
experience underscores the importance of creating
inclusive spaces for all religious and cultural
communities, a vision that aligns closely with the
work of the Centre and its mission to advance
peace, cooperation and tolerance in Egypt and

beyond.
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Welcoming Mr. Josep Ferré,

Executive Director of the Anna Lindh Foundation

From left to right: Mr. Kareem Gerges, Mr. Josep Ferré, Bishop Dr.

Mouneer Anis, Ms. Nermine Shenouda, Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson
On Sunday, 13 October 2024, the Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership
(CCMUP) had the pleasure of welcoming Mr. Josep Ferré, Executive Director of the Anna Lindh
Foundation (ALF). The purpose of the meeting was to share the Centre’s peace-building projects and
learn more about the ALF's vital initiatives, which aim to promote intercultural understanding and
tolerance across the Mediterranean region. The meeting also explored avenues for potential

cooperation, given the shared interests and objectives of both organizations.

An exciting outcome of this fruitful meeting is that CCMUP has initiated the process of joining ALF’s
civil society network in Egypt. This collaboration is expected to enhance multi-stakeholder
cooperation in the peace-building field, allowing both organizations to work together to promote
tolerance, dialogue, and understanding in Egypt and across the Mediterranean region.

The Anna Lindh Foundation, established in 2004 with its headquarters in Alexandria, is the first
intergovernmental organization for dialogue co-created by the European Union and its
Mediterranean partner countries. ALF runs the largest Euro-Med Network of civil society
organizations, facilitating partnerships and common projects across 42 countries. The foundation
was created in response to rising global tensions, particularly after violent events like September 11
and the Iraq war, with the mission to defuse the risk of a "clash of civilizations" and foster cultural
dialogue. Named after the late Swedish Foreign Minister Anna Lindh, who was committed to equal
partnership between North and South and assassinated in a hate crime, the Foundation continues to

champion intercultural dialogue and youth engagement across the region, within its 42 member
states. 24/26



Your Valuable Support Makes Our Work Succeed
Help Us Advance Interfaith Peace & Cooperation

Considering the increasingly violent reality of our region, at
the Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding &
Partnership (CCMUP), we believe that building peace and
fostering cooperation between people from different
cultures and faiths is more important now than ever, both
in Egypt and beyond. The progress we've made through our
various projects—whether in peace-building, conflict
resolution, or promoting interfaith dialogue—would not

have been possible without your support.

We are deeply grateful for your continued trust and
contributions, as you share our vision for a more peaceful
world. Your support, whether financial or through other
means, enables us to bring our initiatives to life, making a

real difference in communities that need it most.

We warmly welcome your ongoing support to help us carry
out our peace-building projects. If you would like to know
more about how you can contribute to advancing peace, you
are encouraged to reach out directly to Mr. Kareem Gerges

at kareem.gerges@ccmup.org

Together, we can continue to make a lasting positive
impact.
Thank you for being a part of this vital work, helping
advance interfaith peace and cooperation in Egypt &
beyond.
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The Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership

The Centre was founded within the Anglican-Episcopal
Diocese of Egypt to promote genuine interfaith peace,
understanding and cooperation in Egypt and beyond

through:

e Academic Studies
e Community Initiatives

e Pcace-Making & Conflict Resolution

Address:
4th Floor Admin. Building
All Saints Episcopal-Anglican Cathedral,
5 rue Michel Lotfullah,
Zamalek,

Cairo
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