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The Centre’s Academic Department,

led by Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson,

organized its flagship conference A

Journey of Learning; a three-day

program, from Monday 3rd till

Wednesday 5th of  June, 2024, for the

second year in a row, at the All Saints

Anglican Cathedral, in Cairo, Egypt.

The conference was in partnership

with the Centre for Arab-West

Understanding, Al-Azhar Al-Sharif,

the Coptic Orthodox Church, the

Coptic Catholic Church, the

Dominican Institute for Oriental

Studies, and the Anglican Church. 

The conference’s participants came

from different faith and

socioeconomic backgrounds,

including: Islamic preachers and

students of Islamic doctrine at Al-

Azhar Al-Sharif, as well as students of

theology and priests  from different

Christian denominations. 

Throughout the conference, many

participants expressed their strong

desire for this transformative

program to be repeated and shared

with people, specially those who 
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The Centre aims to act accordingly, to build peace in areas where 

sectarian violence, prejudice and hatred is common.

live in remote villages, in Upper Egypt, where sectarian violence is rife.  
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The conference’s primary objective

was to encourage different

religious leaders to learn about

each other from each other in a

safe environment that encourages

healthy discussions and freedom of

expression, instead of the

traditional culture of debating or

criticizing or excluding and

aggressively attempting to convert

the “other”.

At its core, the conference aims to  

promote the values of peace-

building, inclusion, and tolerance

to diversity, effectively combatting

extremism and fundamentalism. 

It is worth noting that, to our

knowledge, this kind of conference

is unprecedented in Egypt.

CCMUP strongly believes that the

values of peace-building, dialogue

and tolerance to diversity are quite

essential to help Egyptian society

become more prosperous,

peaceful, stable and secure.  



Within its first day, Archbishop  Dr.

Samy Fawzy, Archbishop of the

Anglican Province of Alexandria,

commenced the conference with a

speech highlighting the critical

importance of interfaith work as a

key to advancing mutual

understanding and the building of

peace bridges between one

another.

Archbishop-Emeritus Dr. Mouneer

Anis, CCMUP Director, welcomed

the participants, emphasizing the

main objectives of this conference:

to build interfaith friendships and

learn about each other directly

from each other, in a truly

respectful and tolerant manner

based on genuine freedom of

expression. 

Abp. Dr. Mouneer reminded the

participants that being tolerant

does not mean compromising or

losing one’s faith, but rather;

acknowledging our commonalities

and differences, and treating each

other with decency, respect and

love. 
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The First Day’s Lectures :

“How the Qur’an was Collected” by

Dr. Mohammed Abd El-Malek,

Vice-President of Al-Azhar

University.

“How the Bible was Collected” by

Dr. Shereef Atef, head of the New

Testament section at the

Alexandria School of Theology,

affiliated to the Anglican Diocese of

Egypt.

“Principles of Islamic Doctrine;

Ash'ari and Maturidi” by Dr. Azza

Ramadan, Professor of Islamic

Doctrine at Al-Azhar University. 

“Principles of Christian Theology”

by Dr. Maher Samuel, Psychologist,

religious scholar and preacher.
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The Second Day’s Lectures :

“The Christian’s Responsibilities

Toward Society” by Dr. Samir

Marcos; a prominent Coptic

Orthodox writer & intellectual.

“The Muslim’s Responsibilities

Toward Society” by Dr. Ismail

Abdullah, Professor of Islamic

Doctrine at Al-Azhar University. 

“The relationship between Qur’an

and Sunnah” by Dr. Reda

Mahmoud Al-Saeed, Professor of

Islamic Doctrine at Al-Azhar

University. 

“The Role of Christian Philosophy

in the Middle Ages; Thomas

Aquinas” by Fr. Mina Athanasius,

Dominican monk & scholar.
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The Third Day’s Lectures :

“Loving your Neighbor: A Christian

Perspective”, by Archbishop-

Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis, CCMUP

Director.

“Loving your  Neighbor: A Muslim

Perspective”, by Dr. Ismail Abdullah,

Professor of Islamic Doctrine at Al-

Azhar University.

“The Role of Philosophy in the

Middle Ages: The Case of Ibn

Rushd”, by H.E. Dr. Nazir Ayad,

President of the Islamic Research

Complex.

“The Relationship between the

Bible and Tradition”, by Dr. Beshoy

Helmy, Head of the Coptic

Orthodox Seminary.
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Report prepared by Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships & Communications

Towards the end of the conference, the participants filled-out evaluation forms, in which almost

all expressed their strong positive feedback; describing how transformative such journey has

been for them; not only in advancing their theological understanding of the “other”, but of

themselves, as well, and how such experiences has allowed them to refute misinformation and

prejudice, while allowing them to build friendships with people from very different backgrounds,

who -otherwise- they would have probably never been able to meet, learn from and understand

in a deep, genuine and authentic manner.    

As mentioned, many participants expressed their profound desire for this Journey of Learning to  

be repeated many times, as long-term project, especially in remote rural areas of Upper Egypt,

where sectarian violence is rife, to build genuine, just and sustainable peace; a hope which the

Centre does share. 
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