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Dear friends, 

We hope you’re well.

We are glad to share with you our news and activities that we’ve

done since the February 2024 newsletter.

We would like you to know that we quite appreciate your

friendship and support to the Center, helping fulfill its mission in

promoting deep mutual understanding, building positive peace

and genuine cooperation among people from different beliefs and

backgrounds, in Egypt & beyond.

To have an overview of our activities, you can watch a brief video

about the Centre via the following links:

In Arabic:      

In English:     

May God bless you,

+Mouneer
  Archbishop Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis,

  Director-General

  Centre for Christian-Muslim Understanding and Partnership (CCMUP)

  mouneer.anis@ccmup.org

  info@ccmup.org

  +20 122 325 1379

  https://www.ccmup.org/en/home-page/

https://t.ly/b_NqO

https://t.ly/de4Jg
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Irish-Egyptian Intercultural Musical Event

On Monday 4th March, the Centre partnered with the

Irish Embassy in Cairo, organizing an intercultural

musical event, in occasion of St. Patrick’s day, at the

All Saint Anglican Cathedral, to build peace and

cooperation through artistic intercultural exchange.

The Embassy brought young Irish musicians and the

Centre invited young Egyptian musicians. Each group

performed their folk and classical songs and

instruments, exchanging information and expertise

and learning from one another about the cultural,

artistic and historical significance of each others’

music. 

The event was attended by Archbishop Dr. Samy

Fawzy, Archbishop of the Anglican Province of

Alexandria; H.E. Mme. Nuala O’Brien,  Ambassador

of Ireland in Egypt; H.E. Mme. Grace Earley, Irish

Consul in Egypt; Mr. Mohamed Mustafa, Political

Officer at the Irish Embassy; Mr. Kareem Gerges,

Director of International Partnerships &

Communications at CCMUP, who served as the

event’s moderator. 
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Welcoming H.E. Mr. Georg Pöstinger
Ambassador of Austria in Egypt

On Wednesday 13th March, the Centre welcomed H.E.

Mr. George Pöstinger, Ambassador of Austria in Egypt. 

Within the meeting, Ambassador Pöstinger learned about

the Centre’s & Diocese’s activities in service of society,

particularly in relation to the Centre’s activities promoting

interfaith peace and cooperation. The Ambassador

expressed his deep appreciation and support for the

Centre’s activities, highlighting Austria’s important role in

building peaceful interfaith relations. Discussions

included exploring avenues for potential cooperation.

The Ambassador was received by Archbishop Dr. Samy

Fawzy, Archbishop of the Anglican Diocese of Egypt;

Archbishop-Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis, CCMUP

Director; Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, CCMUP Director of

Academic Studies; Mr. Kareem Gerges, CCMUP Director

of International Partnerships & Communications. 

Archbishop Samy gifted Ambassador Pöstinger a book

titled “Beacon of Hope” authored by Archbishop-

Emeritus Mouneer, providing an overview of the history

of the Anglican-Episcopal Church in Egypt.  
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Meeting with Representatives of TAREEK

On Monday 18th March, the Centre had the pleasure of meeting with Mr. Maged Maurice

(founder and director of TAREEK) & Mr. Amir Shawky (TAREEK consultant), to learn

about each other’s activities and discuss potential ways for cooperation.  

TAREEK is an NGO whose Arabic name means “the road” or “the way” in English. And

it’s also an acronym for: “Transform, Advocate, Recreate, Engage and Enhance

Knowledge”. It provides consulting services in the field of dialogue and peace-building. 
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Welcoming Students of Theology in Taiwan 

On Wednesday 27th March, the Centre welcomed students of theology who live in Taiwan. They

learned about the Centre’s experiences and activities in promoting interfaith peace and

cooperation in Egypt and beyond. Similarly, they shared with us their religious backgrounds and

experiences in their respective countries, including the challenges and opportunities they face. It

was definitely an enriching period of discussion, mutual learning and sharing of interfaith

experiences. 

 Interfaith Ramadan Iftar

On Wednesday 3rd April, the Centre organized a major Ramadan iftar, to promote peaceful interfaith relations.

The iftar was attended by a number of prominent public figures and religious leaders, including: Archbishop Dr.

Samy Fawzy, Archbishop of the Anglican Province of Alexandria; Archbishop-Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis, CCMUP

Director; Rev. Dr. Matthew Anderson, CCMUP Director of Academic Studies; Dr. Sheikh Abu Zeid El-Amir,

Coordinator of the House of the Egyptian Family; Dr. Ibrahim Negm, Deputy Grand Mufti of Egypt; Sheikh

Mohamed Arafa, representing Dr. Nazir Ayad, President of the Islamic Research Academy; Dr. Hossam Badrawy,  

prominent writer & intellectual; H.E. Mme. Nuala O’Brien, Irish Ambassador in Cairo; H.E. Mme. Grace Earley,

Irish Consul in Cairo; H.E. Mr. Gareth Bayley, British Ambassador in Cairo; Dr. Abd El-Men’em Imam, President

of the Justice party; Counselor Adly Hussein, former Governor of Qalyobia; Mr. Magdy Taher, prominent

businessman; Mr. Magdy Atwan, Mme. Sherifa Fayez, Mme. Germine Hosni, Senior Leadership of AFS Egypt for

Intercultural Programs; Mme. Brigitte El Samman; Mme. Brigitte Boulad, Head of PR & Cultural Affairs at Diwan

Bookstores; H.E. Mme. Mahyad Tavakoli, Swedish Deputy Head of Mission; Fr. Dr. Emmanuel Pisani, Director of

the Dominican Institute for Oriental Studies; Mr. Felix Hala, Head of Cultural Affairs at the German Embassy; H.E.

Ambassador Ra’of Sa’d, Advisor to the Minister of the Environment; H.E. Dr. Ibrahim Fawzy, former Minister of

Industry; Mme. Emmanuelle Suhr, Second Secretary at the Canadian Embassy. This is in addition to the

participation of other members of the religious, civil society, government, and private sector communities.  
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Part of the iftar‘s program included a musical
performance, by Dalia Younes, an
independent singer; Kira Weis, Cellist & PhD
student in Oriental Music; and Kareem
Gerges, Pianist & Director of International
Partnerships & Communications at CCMUP

Please click on the following link to watch the

iftar’s brief video report, kindly produced by

SAT-7:  https://t.ly/k7gEx 
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Visiting the Grand Imam & the Grand Mufti

On Sunday April 7, Archbishop Dr. Samy

Fawzy and Archbishop-Emeritus Dr. Mouneer

Anis visited H.E. Sheikh Dr. Ahmed Al-Tayeb,

the Grand Imam, & H.E. Sheikh Dr. Shawky

Allam, the Grand Mufti, to share their warm

regards and best wishes in occasion of the

arrival of Eid el Fitr; reflecting the growing

strength of the mutual friendship between Al-

Azhar Al-Sharif, Dar El-Ifta’, and the

Anglican-Episcopal Diocese of Egypt. Within

the visit, these three institutions redeclared

their strong commitment to continue their

cooperation in promotion of peace, tolerance

and a more profound understanding.  
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Welcoming a Senior Delegation from MCC

On Tuesday April 16, CCMUP welcomed a

senior delegation from the Mennonite Central

Committee (MCC), in which we shared

productive discussions on the promising

potentials for collaboration, particularly on

the intersectional subject of protecting the

environment and promoting peaceful

interfaith relations. 

It is worth noting that MCC is an important

partner to the Centre, who supported the

community initiative “It’s Our Planet, Let’s

Protect it” which taught school children from

different backgrounds how to care for their

environment and cooperate with one another

in a tolerant and peaceful manner, turning

diversity of background into an opportunity

for mutual learning and growth, instead of

conflict.
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A Talk on Entrepreneurship with Mr. Naguib Sawiris  

On Wednesday 17 April 2024, CCMUP
organized an interactive public talk with Mr.
Naguib Sawiris, the prominent billionaire
businessman, on entrepreneurship with  
youth & young adults, at the Grand Theatre
Hall of the All Saints Anglican Cathedral, in
Zamalek, Cairo - Egypt. 

Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy welcomed Mr.
Sawiris and the guests, highlighting how
today's event is indeed special, as Mr.
Sawiris's name is connected to many
achievements, a result of his perseverance and
hard smart work. 

Archbishop-Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis,  
stated that we've come today to meet a man
who has been encouraging and motivating the
youth throughout his career to succeed in
their careers, through smart, hard and
innovative work.

Mr. Sawiris talked about how young adults
can use their money wisely & efficiently to
invest in smart projects. He offered quite
useful advice from his long successful
experiences in the world of business and
entrepreneurship. 
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Mr. Sawiris talked about the importance of
how entrepreneurship must be done in an
ethical manner, and that includes treating
employees in a fair, just and cordial manner,
such as paying them decent wages, as well as
contributing to charity and social welfare. 

Mr. Sawiris was interviewed by Mr. Kareem
Gerges, CCMUP Director of International
Partnerships & Communications, and by Ms.
Mariam Gibaly, students of Media & Mass
Communications & Assistant Director
(intern). 

There was a time for direct and open Q & A
period  with Mr. Sawiris from the audience,
which counted nearly 300 guests. 

On behalf of the Anglican Diocese of Egypt
and CCMUP, Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy
gifted Mr. Sawiris with a shield of honor in
recognition of his inspiring contributions and
engagement with the youth and young adults. 

The Centre is thankful for the media coverage
kindly provided by SAT-7.

To watch the entire interview, please click the
following link:  https://t.ly/yjWdH

Visiting H.E. Pope Tawadros II
Pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church 

On Wednesday 24 April, Archbishop-Emeritus Dr. Mouneer Anis joined a delegation

representing the Anglican Diocese of Egypt and headed by Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy, in a

visit to H.E. Pope Tawadros II, Pope of the Coptic Orthodox Church, to convey their best wishes

in occasion of the Easter celebrations. 

Within the visit, Church leaders emphasized the importance of intra-faith work, as much as

inter-faith work; highlighting the need for continuous dialogue and cooperation, as the only

viable road for peaceful and successful coexistence, specially in relation to the myriad of

challenges commonly faced.   
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Conference on 

The Challenges of AI, Technological Advances & Religion

On Tuesday 7th and Wednesday 8th May, CCMUP

partnered with the Faraday Institute and the Egyptian

Scientific Institute in organizing a private conference

discussing the moral, religious and technical

challenges which artificial intelligence (AI) pose.

The conference aimed to emphasize the importance of

dialogue between science and religion to address the

challenges facing society in light of modern scientific

developments, and to think  about the religious and

moral values that govern human behavior, 

Additionally, it  urged institutions and associations to

spread awareness of the use of artificial intelligence

and avoid its harms. The conference lasted for two

days, including researchers, experts, and religious

leaders from Egypt and the UK.

Participants included: Archbishop Dr. Samy Fawzy;

Archbishop Dr. Mouneer Anis; Prof. Dr. Ibrahim

Negm, deputy Grand Mufti, Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Al-

Hawari, Assistant Secretary-General of the Islamic

Research Academy; H.E Sheikh Dr. Ali Gomaa, former  

Grand Mufti of Egypt; Dr. Graham Budd,   Professor at

the Department of Earth Sciences- Palaeobiology; Dr.

Alexander Deniz, Molecular biologist; Dr. Robert

White, Geophysics; Dr. Muhammad Al-Sharnoubi,

Secretary-General of the Scientific Institute; Professor

Dr. Farouk Ismail, President of the Scientific Institute;

H.E. Bishop Armia, President of the Orthodox Cultural

Center; Prof. Dr. Saad Zaki Nassar, Vice President of

the Scientific Institute; Dr. Muhammad Saber Arab,

Member of the Board of Directors of the Scientific

Institute; Professor Dr. Heba Gamal El-Din, Assistant

Professor of Political Science and Future Studies,

National Planning Institute; Prof. Dr. Walid Rashad

Zaki; and Dr. Abdel Hamid Madkour, in addition to a

number of imams and priests.
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Seminar on Science & Religion; 

Friends or Enemies ?

On Wednesday 8th May, the Centre organized a

public seminar discussing the relation between

science and religion, asking can they ever be

reconciled ? 

Dr. Robert White,  professor of Geophysics in the

Department of Earth Sciences at Cambridge

University and Director of The Faraday Institute

for Science and Religion, addressed the subject,

arguing that it is indeed possible to reconcile

science and faith, as he demonstrated based on

his professional and personal experiences. 
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CCMUP & the EU

On Thursday 9th May, Mr. Kareem Gerges, the  Director of

International Partnerships & Communications, represented

the Centre at a reception organized by the European Union

delegation to Egypt at the Ambassador’s residence, in occasion

of Europe day. 

It was a good opportunity to have thoughtful discussions with

likeminded officials representing their respective

organizations, to share experiences and explore avenues for

potential cooperation.

From the Right: H.E. Mr. Christian Burger, Ambassador of the EU Delegation to Egypt
Mr. Kareem Gerges, Director of International Partnerships & Communications, CCMUP

Left side: Fr. Dr. Emmanuel Pisani,
Director of the Dominican Institute

for Oriental Studies

Mme. Lina Attalah, 
Editor-in-Chief of Mada Masr,

 an independent media organization

Mme. Gameela Ismail, 
President of the Constitution Party 

Mme. Grace Earley, 
Irish Consul in Cairo
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Mme. Elizabeth Gilgen, 
Swiss Deputy Ambassador



The Centre of Christian-Muslim Understanding & Partnership  

Christian and Islamic Studies

Community Initiatives

Peace-Making & Conflict Resolution

Address :
     4th Floor Admin. Building
     All Saints Episcopal-Anglican Cathedral,
     5 rue Michel Lotfullah, 
     Zamalek,
     Cairo

info@ccmup.org

https://www.ccmup.org

The Centre was founded in the Anglican-

Episcopal Diocese of Egypt to promote genuine

interfaith peace, understanding and cooperation

in Egypt and beyond through:

المركز المسيحي الإسلامي للتفاهم و الشراكة

CCMUP
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